
  

2011 SPRING TOURS 
Submitted by Suzanne Brewer, Executive Secretary 

 
 First stop of the 2011 spring tours was Woodard Angus Farm in Princeton for lunch. Before 
lunch, Kenny had some cattle penned that are consigned to the Out West and Spring Fever Sales for 
viewing.   After lunch, Kenny gave us an overview of their operations before we went down the road to 
see their bulls, which will be sold in November.    
 Kenny talked about how prices on everything continue to climb 
and some of the cost cutting methods they’ve been using.  He said that 
feed cost have really affected the purebred producer.  He also talked 
about their culling criteria for the bulls they will sell; saying feet  structure, 
feed efficiency and temperament are very important.  After the bulls are 
weaned, they are pastured for 60-90 days on 80 acres of Max Q fescue, 
which is divided into five-acre plots.   

 Kenny also partners with Johnny 
Hammill of Gold Hill Angus to produce 
bulls and females for their bull sale     
November 19 at the Stanly Livestock Facility in Norwood.  
 We viewed 50 young bulls that started this group for the 2011 
sale, by sale time they will have been culled down to approximately 
35.  While they’re on test, they’ll be fed a mixture of oats and distillers    
products and supplemented with millet hayledge for a 14% ration.   
 Kenny prefers January-March   
calving and a 90 day calving cycle.  He 

says that the cheapest fertilizer is using a drag harrow to spread the     
manure in your pastures and it also helps to expose parasite eggs to the 
sunlight and kills them.   
 North Carolina Cattlemen’s executive director, Bryan Blinson said 
that even thought cattle prices are the highest they’ve ever been, cattle 
producers still face challenging times; we need to produce more food to 
feed ourselves and others. 
 Thank you Kenny, Karen and the girls for a wonderful brisket lunch 
with all the fixins.  The Woodard girls are members of the North Carolina Angus Juniors and are        
involved with showing cattle and FFA. 

 Next stop was John Langdon Farm in Benson producers of 
Red Angus and Simmental cattle. The Langdon’s were the recipient 
of the 2010 North Carolina Conservation Farm Family award.  John 
said the farm produces hay, hogs, corn, soybeans and cows.  
When jokingly asked about visiting a Red Angus/Simmental 
breeder he   replied, “we all need to work together, what ever the 
breed or how ever we finish out our cattle”. 
 Jerry Raynor, area Soil & Water Resources director joined 
the group as we took a wagon ride through the farm and explained 
some of the management practices   
Langdon Farm is and has been   

involved with.  Heavy use areas for water and feed, fencing, water    
conservation, riparian buffers, rotational grazing and erosion control to 
name a few as well as timber management with an emphasis on wildlife 
habitat.  There is over 80 acres irrigated with the swine effluent from the 
hog houses on the farm, which is closely monitored by the state and  
requires extensive records as to the amount and time of day it is        
applied.   

  



  
 After listening to Mr. Raynor talk about the various Soil & Water 
programs, several of the producers in the group asked about the         
programs in their counties, his advice was to contact their local Soil & 
Water Conservation office.    

 The Langdon cow herd consist 
of about 60 cows, registered Red     
Angus and Simmental and commercial, 
which were beginning to calve when 
we visited.  Stockpile bermuda grass with a TDN of 57% and rye 
grass/red clover hayledge at 16% 
protein is used to supplement their 
pasture grasses. 
 Last stop for the day was 
Wood Angus in Willow Spring,  
formerly known as Cedar Bay 

Farms, Russell and his family planed the tours and did a great job.  
Russell had his two lots consigned to the Spring Fever Sale on     

display, the lot 47 cow and her    
January heifer calf and the lot 46 a 
March, 2010 New Worth heifer calf.  
He also had his show cattle prospects 
on display , while other cows were on display in lots around the 
barn. 
 Elaine, her daughters-in-law and 
family had prepared a feast with lots of 
yummy desserts.  Farm manager, Doug 
Hardee was grill master for our steaks.  
Thank you all for your hard work.      
President Jim Scarlett gave the            
invocation before the meal which        
everyone enjoyed.  Jeff Wood welcomed 
everyone and introduced the Wood    
family.  A local band provided              
entertainment for the evening. 
 The dedication of the 2011 North Carolina Angus         
Association handbook was delayed from the annual meeting and 
Joe Hampton received the handbook dedication after our meal 

(see article in newsletter).  Learn more about Wood Angus @ www.woodangus.com 
 First stop on Saturday was Ferrell Farm, Coats where Joe & 
Rhonda Ferrell greeted us with doughnuts on a chilly, damp, windy   
morning.  Mr. Ferrell took the time to show 
off his new hay machine, which is self-
propelled and answer lots of questions from 
the group.  They produce hogs, tobacco and 
cows. For over twenty years they grew 
chickens, but have leased their chicken 
houses to someone else.  Their hogs houses 
are called “gilt flow”, they get the little pigs 

when they’re about three weeks old and keep them until they’re about ten 
weeks old when the females are transferred to a topper farm, where they 
will grow to become mother pigs for the next generation production.      

                                                              
 



 ) Ferrell Farms is a commercial operation with 96 cows and five bulls.  
The cows are Angus, Charolais and Red Angus and the five bulls they 
use are Balancer, Gelbvieh, Simmental and Angus.  Mrs. Ferrell said 
that 74 of the cows have calved and they have 22 more to go. 
 One of the pastures we  visited Mr. Ferrell talked about the 
problems they’ve had with getting a 
stand of newly planted rye grass 
because of grub worm infestation.  
He said that cows don’t like to 
graze where the hog effluent has 
been spread, but don’t mind the 

chicken litter.  He said he hasn’t purchased fertilizer in fifteen years, 
because of the natural fertilizer produced by the hogs and chickens.  
His pastures and hay land is monitored by soil test to regulate the 
amount of litter or effluent that is applied. 

Andy Penny Farms was out next stop. Mr. Penny is a sixth 
generation farmer who row 
crops tobacco, soybeans and sweet potatoes in Harnett, Johnston 
and Wake counties.   This year he will grow 147 acres of flue-cured   
tobacco.  The week before we came they had “bedded” sweet      
potatoes.   
 As Mr. Penny talked outside 
his sweet potato storage facility he 
described the process of starting 
sweet potatoes for planting, almost 
like a hanging basket and cutting off 
the runners.  Quite a change from 
the old way of lining up the old pota-

toes in a bed, covering them with sawdust and then the bed with tar pa-
per and pulling out the “sprouts”.   The sweet potatoes and tobacco work 

well together as far as labor is  
concerned, they usually finish    
priming tobacco and the sweet    
potatoes are ready for digging.   
 The storage facility is      
temperature and moisture controlled 
to keep the potatoes from sprouting. 
The potatoes, which were dug last 
fall, were stacked to the ceiling in 
large wooden bins.   If the potatoes 

are left as they come from the field, they should last a year.  We 
were each given a bag of sweet      potatoes and believe me they are        

excellent.  A baked sweet potato is a real 
treat, thanks to the Penny’s! 
 After a wonderful lunch at        
Stephenson BBQ in Willow Springs we 
traveled to Mule City Specialty Feeds in 
Benson.  The owner met us, Mr. Paul 
Dunn whose father started the business 
over fifty years ago as a mobile milling 
service for the local farmers.   
  

 



  Being a private feed mill they are able to make more custom 
feeds than a larger supplier.  Mr. Dunn said when they first started in 
business; most of their feeds were for hogs; however most hog      
operations are now contract operations.  Horses now account for 50 
percent of the feed, cattle 25 percent and the remainder other animals 

and specialty feeds.   He talked 
about the nutritional needs for ani-
mals during different times of the 
year and said this is why they cus-
tom mix their feeds.  His motto is 
“You need it—we’ll make it”.  Visit Mule City Specialty Feeds at 
www.mulecity.com.   
 Last stop for the 2011 tour was Jackson Dairy Farm in Dunn.  
We were greeted by Christopher Jackson, a forth generation on the 
farm started by his great grandfather in 1806.   
 Jackson Farms is a small dairy operation that has diversified 

by selling their own products made on the farm and sold under their private label Jackson Farms.  Ice 
cream is their biggest seller especially from Easter through October.   
 Ice cream is made in 500-gallon batches, starting with vanilla and then the flavorings are added.  

Strawberry is the biggest seller, so big that they buy fresh 
strawberries from the local markets during their peak and 
freeze them in five-gallon containers to insure “fresh”      
strawberries all year long. They do some custom mixes and 
special orders. 
 They have a home 
delivery milk route in       
Raleigh and deliver ice 
cream to the beach twice 
weekly during the  summer.  
They also make butter for 
the restaurant business.   
They always have milk,   

butter and ice cream for sale in their onsite outlet store.  Visit Jackson 
Dairy @ www.jacksondairyfarm.com. 

 On behalf of the North 
Carolina Angus Association, I’d like to 
thank    everyone who hosted a stop on 
this year’s tour.  We appreciate you    
taking the time from your busy schedule 
to show us your operation.   I want to 
thank everyone who attended the 2011 
tours; they were very interesting and           
educational.  I want to especially thank 
the Russell Wood family and Johnston 
County Livestock agent, Dan Wells for 
organizing and planning this year’s tour.  

You did an excellent job! 
 Spring tours are always a highlight of March.  2012 tours should be in 
either the central or western part of North Carolina, plans will be start being 
made late fall.  They’re usually in late March and are usually planned for  Friday and Saturday,     
schedules vary by the planner and those willing to host stops.  Mark you calendar for March, 2012, 
watch the newsletter and website for details and plan to join us.  Good folks, good food, good cows and 
lots of good tools to take back to the farm and make us all better cattle producers. 
See you on tour in 2012!  


