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The weather on Saturday morning, March 30
th

 was even nicer than it had been the previous day – a 

perfect day for the group to visit local cattle producers. 

 

The first stop on day two of the North Carolina Angus Association spring tours was at Windy Hill 

Farms, LLC, a purebred Angus operation located in Ramseur, NC.  The group was welcomed by Mark 

Wilburn, who then turned the tour over to owner, Mike Moss.  
 

Mike purchased the farm in 2000 from an elderly gentleman.  Currently he has a total of 149 acres – 65 

in pasture and 84 in timber.  Since purchasing the property, Mike has torn down eight old buildings. In 

2009 he constructed what he refers to as “fit for purpose” cattle facilities.  Mike’s pasture layout is a 

wagon wheel with the working facilities at the “hub.”  The facilities are designed with holding pens 

and a series of alleys and chutes along with scales and platforms that allow Mike and his herd 

manager, Zach Moffitt, to work cattle with minimum stress and maximum safety. 
 

Mike began his operation with a commercial Charolais/Angus cross herd.  He converted to a registered 

Angus herd in 2010.  Mike purchased cows from Black Grove in Newberry, SC, Blue Q Ranch in 

Troy, NC, Scarlett Farms in Snow Camp, NC, and the NC Angus Association Spring Fever sale in 

Reidsville, NC.  Currently he has 39 registered Angus cows in his herd. 

 

Currently 95% of Mike’s cows are seven years old or younger.  The remaining two cows are eight 

years old.  He has one Pathfinder cow in his herd.  Mike’s cow cull ratio is about 10-15% per year.  

His calf cull ratio for breeding stock is about 50% per year. 

 

Mike sells registered breeding stock private treaty, through auctions, the Southeast Bull Expo and Sale, 

the Agricultural Review, Craig’s List, and on Facebook.  Mike also sells Angus beef through Farm 

Hand Foods.  For this program he uses cows that are no longer breeders and grass-fed, low-starch 

supplemented feeders.  He sells his weaned stockers at Carolina Stockyards in Siler City, NC, and 

Stanly County Livestock Market in Norwood, NC.  

 

The 65 acres of pasture at Windy Hill Farms, LLC, are in fescue.  Mike uses rotational grazing and 

stockpiles fescue.  He buys his hay on contract at $35 per 4x5-foot roll.  He has horse nettle, pig weed, 

pokeberry, and thistle in his pastures and uses Grazon P+D to control them.  He uses soil sampling for 

nutrients and applies urea in spring, 19-19-19 in the fall, and lime as recommended. 

 

Mike has taken advantage of the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) to install waterers 

and cross-fencing and set up his rotational grazing practices.  EQIP is a program that provides financial 

and technical assistance to producers to implement conservation practices. 

 

Mike’s herd health program was developed by Dr. Brent Scarlett.  New born calves are ear tagged, 

weighed, and have their naval dipped.  At four months of age, they are vaccinated with Cavalry® 9 and 



dewormed.  At weaning, they are vaccinated with Bovishield Gold® 5+L5 HB, Cavalry® 9, 

Piliguard® Pinkeye Triview, and dewormed again.    At three to four weeks post weaning, they are 

vaccinated again with Bovishield Gold® 5+L5 HB and dewormed again. 

 

Yearling heifers are vaccinated with Bovishield Gold® 5+L5 HB, Cavalry® 9, Piliguard® Pinkeye 

Triview, and dewormed.  At pregnancy check, cows, heifers, and bulls are vaccinated with Bovishield 

Gold® 5+L5 HB (as long as they have had Bovishield one time while they were open), Cavalry® 9, 

Piliguard® Pinkeye Triview, and dewormed.  Thirty days prior to calving, cows and heifers are treated 

with MU-SE at a rate of one ml per 200 pounds SQ. 

 

The second stop of the day was at Big Oak Farms, a large-scale commercial Angus operation in 

Denton, NC.  Owned and operated by father and son, Bill and Joel Sexton, they have built their 

foundation by utilizing Angus bulls for decades.  

 

Bill got his start in the cattle business back in the 1930’s when his daddy traded a possum for a heifer.  

When it was time to breed the heifer, they led her three miles to the bull.  Bill was a small boy then, so 

his mother milked the cow.  That heifer was the start of their cow herd.  Bill said they didn’t know they 

were poor because they had plenty to eat, and they were happy.  Bill will be 80 in October, and he can 

remember going to the movies when they were 14 cents.  His daddy would give his a quarter, and he 

could see the movie plus get popcorn and a drink. 

 

Bill started a career in the timber business in 1958 and bought his current farm in 1978.  The farm, 

containing 350 acres, was in timber.  He cleared the land and cleaned it up in 1979/1980 during a time 

when fuel went from 38 cents per gallon to $1.00 per gallon.  Bill sowed the land down in fescue and 

clover and now has 300 acres in grass.  He mixed the seed with fertilizer and sowed them with the 

fertilizer truck and then dragged a tree top over the area to cover the seed. 

 

Bill and Joel turn the bulls in with the heifers on December 15
th

.  The heifers calve the end of 

September and into October.  They breed the heifers to calve as two-year olds.  They are kept separate 

until after they’ve raised their first calves and are turned in with the mature herd as three-year olds.  

The bulls are turned in with the mature cows on January 1
st 

and calve in October and November.  They 

have a 60-day calving period.  During calving season, cows are checked twice per day.  The heifers 

also are checked before bedtime. 

 

Calves are tagged and banded as soon as possible after birth.  They are given the same tag numbers as 

their dams.  Bill and Joel work the calves twice.  They are vaccinated with Triangle® 10 and wormed.  

Steers are implanted with Ralgro. 

 

Bill and Joel use a bull for three to four years.  Currently they have 11 service-age bulls and six young 

bulls.  They have purchased registered Angus bulls from Back Creek in Mt. Ulla, NC.  Blood lines 

represented include Right Time, 6I6, and Mytty in Focus.  Dr. Brent Scarlett does their pregnancy 

checks.   
 

Currently they have 215 mature cows plus 75 heifers due to calve this fall.  Bill estimates their calving 

rate at more than 90%.   His calving loss each year is between 5-6%.  About 72% of the cows calve 

within the first 21 days of calving season.   



 

Bill believes in culling; he said is not married to any cow.  If he has a cow that has a calving problem 

or loses a calf, he gives her time to recover, keeps her until after calving season and sells her after the 

first of the year.  He sells fat cows at Stanly County Livestock Market in Norwood, NC, and Carolina 

Stockyards in Siler City, NC.  Bill and Joel are planning on selling a truckload of steers through 

Marcus Harward in July.  He keeps a minimum of 20% of his heifers to use as replacements. 

 

Young heifers are fed free choice protein tubs, hay, and grass.  Mature cows get free choice hay and 

grass.  All animals are provided free choice high-mag minerals.  Bill and Joel use Altosid® IGR for fly 

control during the summer months.  They have 15 pastures for rotational grazing, 31 automatic 

waterers and five miles of water lines.   
 

They are very careful not to overgraze.  They use some chicken litter, although it is hard to find, for 

fertilization and some liquid fertilizer.  The cost per acre to use liquid fertilizer is about $40.  Bill says 

that if you rest your grass and give it time to recover, you don’t need as much fertilizer.  Bill and Joel 

raise and bale their own hay. 

 

Bill said he didn’t inherit his farm or marry into money.  He stressed that it took hard work to build his 

farm and herd into what they are today. 

 

After leaving Big Oak Farms, the group ate lunch at the Village Restaurant in Denton, NC.  The tours 

were planned for Easter weekend, and many people had family commitments Saturday afternoon, so a 

much smaller group made the trip to Trinity, NC, to tour the Neal John Deere Tractor and Industrial 

Museum.  The museum is one of three properties that comprise the Linbrook Heritage Estate.  The 

Estate is owned by Jerry and Linda Neal and is in the area where Mr. Neal’s ancestors settled nearly 

250 years ago. .   
 

Mr. Neal met the group at the tractor museum and told them about its contents as well as his family 

and the Estate.  The tractor museum is home to 22 fully-restored John Deere tractors plus a large 

collection of memorabilia.  It also houses a restored 1926 return tube boiler from the P&P Chair 

Company in Asheboro, NC, the company that manufactured the Carolina Rocker made famous by 

President John F. Kennedy 

 

The emphasis in the section of the museum housing the John Deere tractors was on vintage tractors 

with low production numbers.  All tractors had been restored to like new condition and are periodically 

used in demonstrations that are held on the Estate.  There were several Hi-Crop models, an orchard 

model, and a Model 630 All Fuel Standard, one of only eleven that were ever built . 

 

 Mr. Neal was especially fond of an Allis Chalmers Model G tractor once owned by his father, Albert 

Neal, and a sulky plow once owned by his great grandfather, Edd Hoover.  The museum also housed a 

very large collection of John Deere memorabilia, including precision and custom built miniature 

tractors.   

 

The 1926 boiler, which produced energy at the P& P Chair Company from 1926 to 1962, has been 

fully restored.  Plans call for it to be used with an 1890’s steam engine to produce electrical power for 

other museum exhibits 



 

A fully restored antique electrical panel is being used to monitor currents, voltage, and frequency of 

electricity used at the museum.  A three-quarter scale model of the Otto-Langen Atmospharische 

Gaskraft Engine represents the first commercially viable internal combustion engine. 

 

The Estate also is home to Linbrook Hall, a Classical Revival style home containing over 60 rooms in 

approximately 32,000 square feet of livable space.  The house is named for Mr. Neal’s wife, Linda and 

a brook running at the base of hill on which the house sits.  The Neals’ vast collection of antiques from 

around the world is displayed throughout the home, which took six years of planning and construction 

before its completion in 2004. 

 

The third property on the Estate is the Historic Hoover House, built as a two-room farmhouse by Jerry 

Neal’s maternal great grandfather, Edd Hoover.  It is located on land the Mr. Hoover purchased in 

1902.  It took on its present six-room size in the 1930’s and provides visitors with a glimpse of farming 

life in Randolph County during the first half of the 20
th

 century.  Visitors have the opportunity to learn 

about President Herbert Hoover and his connection to the Hoovers of Randolph County. 

 

Mr. Neal said he is retired but still works 10-12 hours per day.  The property at Linbrook Heritage 

Estate currently consists of 450 acres.  Parts of it go back ten generations.  Mr. Neal should be 

commended for his dedication in preserving this wonderful property and making it available to the 

public.   
 

A big “thank you” to all the hosts, speakers, organizers, and participants for making day two of the 

tours such a big success.  Be sure to set aside some time in the spring of 2014 and join fellow cattle 

enthusiasts for farm tours organized by the North Carolina Angus Association. 



2013 Spring Tours   Day 2       


