
The North Carolina Angus Association held their 2014 annual meeting on Saturday, January 18 
at the Forsyth County Extension Center in Winston Salem.  Our sponsors were set up by noon and 
everyone was encouraged to visit our sponsor booths and learn what they have to offer. 

We began our day with a seminar with Dr. Tonya Amen, Genetics Service Director, Angus 
Genetics, Inc a subsidiary of American Angus Association.  Dr. Amen’s topic was Genetic Defects, 
Testing and Registrations.  

In 1963 American Angus had the weaning data on 10,000 calves, today that data is available on 
1.3 million calves.  In September 2013 over 8,000 new weaning weights were processed.  Early January 
2014 there were genomic records on over 17.3 million pedigrees, 22 million records, 62 million EPDs and 
over 80,000 DNA test. This goes to show the importance being placed on EPDs and how genetic trends 
and growth traits are affecting the producer. 

EPDs have changed the way we purchase heifers and which heifers we keep out of our herd 
prospects.  Calving ease direct and calving ease maternal are EPDs used as a selection tool.  Before 
2007 92.7% of births was unassisted, since these calving ease EPD have been used unassisted births 
has jumped to 96%. 

The HD-50K test takes DNA and tests it against 50,000 markers.  The Genomic results are a sum 
of the effects of known markers for a trait.  Producers are using this technology in their breeding whether 
natural service or A-I.  In 1990 only 38 % of cattle was A-I bred, recent registrations puts that number at 
52.7% being A-I bred.   

There is a new Maternal Plus EPD that involves a volunteer whole herd reporting system.  
Information gathered includes reproductive traits and longevity.  After one year in the program, the 
producer received a graph showing the genetic trend of the herd.  Large or small herds can join and so 
far over 14,000 cows and 3,400 heifers are enrolled in this testing.    

Much discussion recently has been regarding the latest genetic defect-DD or developmental 
duplication and naturally there were many questions for Dr. Amen.   We are all carriers of something and 
all cattle carry multiple lethal mutations; probably every animal has 5-10…however, most are recessive!!  
If you stop mutations, you stop progress.  Less than 6% of animals are expected to be carriers.   

Registration papers have changed to listing the potential defect/condition status under the 
registration number rather than a blurb across the registration paper.  When viewing the registration 
papers online, you can click on the “notation” and it will take you to the fact sheet on the “Genetic 
Condition Codes and Descriptors”.  One of the most important statements for Angus breeders to 
remember is “Avoidance of mating carrier animals with the same genetic condition is an essential 
component of managing the incidence of genetic conditions, as is the strategic use of DNA testing”.    

Our next part of the program was our “meet n’ greet” with our sponsors.  Our annual meeting is 
partially paid for by sponsorship.  As a “thank you” to the sponsors we’ve given then a few minutes to tell 
about their products and/or services they offer our producers.  We are very appreciative to the sponsors 
for enabling us to provide our programs and the banquet meal at a very economical price.    

The board of directors has revised our Constitution and By-Laws this year and we set aside time 
for discussion on changes.  No questions were asked, so we moved on to the annual business meeting 
were we had reports from the various committees working within the Association.  The last report was 
the nomination of five new board members to serve the Association for the next three years, those 
nominated were:  Linda Hicks, Roy Outlaw, Wells Shealy, Kim Starnes and Benjamin Winslow.  These 
nominations were approved by the membership.  The retiring board members Chris Gragg, Jo Linville, 
Randall Smith, Tripp Smith and Eugene Shuffler were recognized for their service.   The meeting was 
adjourned and those attending continued to visit with our sponsors while the officers and board member 
reconvened to elect the officers for 2014 and have their picture taken.   

2014 officers elected were Roy Swisher, Statesville, President; John Smith, Pink Hill, Vice 
President and Steve Grady, Mt Olive, Treasurer.   
 During our banquet we honored Russell and Elaine Wood, Wood Angus, Willow Spring for the top 
selling lot at the 2013 Spring Fever Sale.  Ike Jackson, Pasquotank Farms, Elizabeth City was inducted 
into the North Carolina Angus Association Hall of Fame.  The 2014 handbook was jointly dedicated to 
Dean Crocker, C-Rock-R Farm, Cherryville and Steve McPherson, Triple Tree Farm, Snow Camp.   
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2014 Officers and Board of Directors 
 

Seated (left to right):  President North Carolina Angus 
Auxiliary,  DeEtta Wood, Willow Spring; Vice     

President North Carolina Angus Association, John C. 
Smith, Jr., Pink Hill; Executive Secretary North     
Carolina Angus Association, Suzanne Brewer,      
Lexington;  North Carolina Angus Association  

President Roy Swisher, Statesville. 
 

Second row (left to right):  Board members:  Henry 
Vines, Snow Camp; Eddie Leagans, Mocksville;  

Linda Hicks, Roxboro; 2014 North Carolina Angus 
Junior President, Daniel Brown, Boone; Board  

members Roy Outlaw, Seven Springs and Jeffrey 
Wood, Willow Spring. 

 

Third row (left to right):  Board members:  Stephen 
Watson, Lenoir; William Leatherman, Lexington; 
Stan Tennant, Greensboro; Ben Winslow, Halifax; 
Kim Starnes, Salisbury; Bill Teague, Waynesville; 

Steve Gordon, Kings Mountain. 


