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Friday morning, March 29
th

 was chilly, but that didn’t dampen the enthusiasm of 30 or so people who 

arrived at Uwharrie Ridge Farms in Asheboro, North Carolina, to begin the annual North Carolina 

Angus Association spring tours. 

 

The group was welcomed by owners, Mark Wilburn and his wife Jessica.  In May 2007 Mark and 

Jessica were five generations removed from farming when they purchased 30 of the 75 acres they now 

own.  They started their registered Angus herd in 2008, and since then they’ve been able to lease 

additional parcels of 72 acres for pasture and 24 acres for hay production.  At the time of the tour, they 

had about 35 brood cows and have recently expanded to 50.  In the future they would like to expand 

their pastures to 300 acres and be able to have about 150 brood cows which will allow them the 

opportunity to have their own production sale.   

 

Mark explained that their farm is not a show place, but rather a working farm.  They operate the farm 

as a business, and the cattle are the employees.  They are expected to produce – they can’t just eat 

grass and stay.  His motto is simply that the cows will produce a marketable product each year or they 

will market themselves. 

 

Mature cows and yearling heifers were bred AI to start calving mid-October 2013 through the first 

week of November 2013.  Sires used include PA Powertool 9108, S A V Bismarck 5682, S A V Final 

Answer 0035, Connealy Impression, Tokach Update 9009, Connealy Final Product, Connealy 

Consensus 7229, Connealy Lead On, Summitcrest Complete 4U75, and Connealy Right Answer 746.  

Herd bull service is scheduled to start mid-November 2013 through Christmas 2013.  The resident herd 

bull is Yon Freightliner X328, owned jointly with Blue Q Ranch.  He is one of the top scrotal 

circumference bulls in the breed.  Scrotal circumference is directly related to fertility.   

 

With the exception of two six and one-half year old cows and one nine year old cow, all other mature 

cows are six years old or less.  This year Mark had his first pathfinder cow, Yon Sarah U370.  The 

pathfinder program identifies superior cows in the breed based on their performance records from 

Angus Herd Improvement Records (AHIR).  Emphasis is placed on early puberty, breeding, and early 

calving, and above average performance of the offspring.   

 

Mark has worked closely with Mitchell Scheer, manager of Blue Q Ranch, and with Dr. Brent Scarlett 

of Scarlett Mobile Large Animal Services.  Both have been instrumental in providing much 

appreciated advice – Mitchell regarding his cattle operation in general and Dr. Scarlett regarding his 

herd health program.  Dr. Scarlett has written a herd health protocol that Mark follows extensively.  He 

designed the program to fit Mark’s herd and help provide the healthiest cattle possible for Mark’s bull 

and female customers.  Dr. Scarlett spoke on how each herd health program will vary depending on the 

needs of the herd. 

 

Mark said a lot of people don’t place high value on handling facilities and fencing.  He said the first 

step is to do your fencing.  All of Mark’s fence work was completed by Sanders Fencing in Seagrove, 



NC.  The second step is handling facilities.  Dr. Scarlett has always said good working facilities make 

for good vet clients.   

 

Mark is using SumaGrow™, an organic product on his pasture land.  He chose this product to increase 

grass production, reduce the need for chemical fertilizers, reduce water usage, and balance soil pH.  

During drought periods Mark has seen stability in his forage when traditional fertilizers have allowed 

the forage to peak and bottom out in big swings. 

 

The second stop of the day was at Hillside Farms in Seagrove, North Carolina.  Owner Wayne Sanders 

has a diverse operation with commercial Angus cattle, poultry, and fencing services He also has some 

bison and Texas Longhorns.  He talked about his endeavors and showed everyone around his beautiful 

property.   

 

Wayne’s commercial cattle operation is Angus based and includes a lot of mama cows from Blue Q 

Ranch.  He had one pen of great looking Angus baldie heifers that he showed to the group.  Wayne 

runs about 400 brood cows on his 275 acres of pasture.  He recently purchased some additional land so 

he could run a 660-foot alleyway between pastures that were not contiguous.  In addition to the baldie 

heifers, he has 60 Sim-Angus heifers.  Wayne said he has two calving seasons, both spring and fall.  

He uses bulls from Scarlett Farms, Blue Q, and Mark Wilburn.   

Wayne has a defined herd health program for both cows and calves.  For any hoof issues, he has access 

to a gentleman who has a mobile chute and can trim hooves on-site. 

 

Wayne provides feeders for Marcus Harward who operates stock markets in Turnersburg and 

Norwood.  Last fall Wayne ran 600 stockers. 

 

The barn on Wayne’s farm is multi-functional, with the center used for hay storage and the sides 

containing working facilities.  Additionally, he had four paddocks and room for ongoing projects. 

He also has five seven-acre lots that he uses for rotational grazing for his brood cows.  He has installed 

cattle water pads.   

 

Another of Wayne’s business ventures is fence building.  He and his crew install fencing all over North 

Carolina.   Last year he purchased 35 to 40 tractor trailer loads of fence posts from General Timber  

and said he was their biggest buyer.  It goes without saying that his fences were in excellent condition. 

 

Wayne is concerned over the “graying of the American farmer” as long-time farmers are all growing 

older.  He is very interested in getting young people interested in farming and helping them succeed. 

 

After leaving Hillside Farms, the group got back together for lunch at Westmore Family Restaurant in 

Seagrove, North Carolina.  While they were enjoying the delicious food, they were treated to a 

presentation on reproductive health in cattle by Dr. Mark Alley, Clinical Associate Professor at North 

Carolina State University. 

 

The average annual out of pocket upkeep for a cow is $600, so it’s very important from an economic 

standpoint to have cows breed in a timely manner and produce live calves.  In North Carolina, most 

mature cows normally cycle within 45 to 60 days after having a calf.  For heifers, it’s usually 80 to 90 

days before they cycle.  The average for mature cows to rebreed is 45 to 60 days.  The average 



pregnancy rate is 95%.  Of those the abortion rate is 2%, and the calving percentage is 98%.  Calves 

should average gaining about two and one-half pounds per day while on the cow. 

 

Dr. Alley said if you’re going to lose a calf, it generally will happen within 24 hours following birth.  

Two reproductive problems that producers encounter are stillborns, which account for about 2% of 

pregnancies and abortions after 45 days, which also account for about 2%.  Some of the causes of 

abortions are leptosporosis, toxicity, heat, and vaccinations.  However, the most common cause is a 

non-infectious defect in the calf.  If a producer suffers abortions, Dr. Alley recommends having a 

necropsy performed on the fetus.  Once a producer has an aborted fetus diagnosis, he can take  

preventive steps to avoid future problems. 

 

Cows need to have a body condition between 5 and 7 for the best results when breeding.  Additionally, 

they should be vaccinated for reproductive diseases prior to the breeding season.  The bulls should 

have a breeding soundness evaluation (BSE) every year. 

 

Following lunch the group headed to Robbins, North Carolina, to visit Gilbert Key who has a 

commercial cattle operation, hogs, and a packing plant.  Gilbert uses hay and molasses, at a cost of $87 

per ton, in his operation.  He has 54 head of cattle and uses manure from his hog operation on his 

pastures.  Several years ago, he experimented with using worm castings for fertilizer.  Worm castings 

are considered by many to be the ultimate organic fertilizer.  They provide natural growth stimulants as 

well as soil aeration, improved drainage, and moisture retention.  They also balance the pH of the soil 

and repel pests and diseases.  Gilberts also irrigates nine months of the year.  

 

Gilbert and his family have owned and operated Key Packing for 38 years.  They provide custom 

slaughter, cut, and packaging for beef and pork.  The plant is NCDA inspected.  Currently they 

slaughter about 30 cows weekly and age the meat 14 days before packing.  They have been using 

vacuum packaging for five to seven years.  They also slaughter hogs.  There is a long waiting list, 

about three months, to get an animal slaughtered and processed.  About 70 to 75% of the meat vendors 

at the farmer’s markets in Cary and Raleigh use Key Packing. 

 

Key Packing also has a retail outlet store offering beef, pork, and chicken as well as homemade 

sausage, smoked sausage, beef jerky, and hoop cheese. 

 

The group ended day one of the tours with dinner at Sagebrush Steakhouse in Asheboro, North 

Carolina.  Rod Schoenbine, cattle specialist with Zoetis Animal Health, talked about the HD 50K 

(High Definition 50K) test.  It is a DNA test that increases the accuracies of EPD characteristics at a 

younger age.  It allows a producer to establish a genetic profile on animals early in life, long before 

progeny data is available and with much more accuracy than parent averages offer.  This allows 

producers to make earlier and better genetic decisions.   

 

One example of how this might be used is with embryo calves.  If a producer has several embryo 

calves that are full siblings, the test allows the producer to get more accurate genetic information 

without having to wait several years to gather performance data.  As with any new program, the more 

animals that are added to the database, the better the accuracies. 

 



A big “thank you” to all the hosts, speakers, organizers, and participants for making day one of the 

tours such a big success. Be sure to tune in next month for day two when the participants visit a 

purebred Angus operation, a commercial Angus operation, and a John Deere tractor museum. 



2013 Spring Tours ~~ Day 1 


