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The 2015 North Carolina Angus Association Annual Meeting was held in January at the Forsyth County 

Agriculture Building in Winston-Salem, NC.  It was a great day to conduct association business, see old 

friends, make new ones and learn about some of the newest innovations in the beef industry. 

The day began bright and early with a NCAA Board of Directors meeting.  The various association 

committee reports were shared with the board and many plans were made for the upcoming year.  One 

of the most exciting changes coming in 2015 will be the introduction of the North Carolina Angus News 

magazine.  The board made a unanimous decision to update its membership communication utilizing 

the new magazine to replace the existing handbook and newsletter currently produced.  Look for the 

first edition to be out in the late spring of 2015.  Also throughout the day the NC Angus Auxiliary and the 

NC Junior Angus Association conducted their annual meetings and educational programs. 

A special recognition to our meeting sponsors for their support the day’s events:  ABS Global, American 

Angus Hall of Fame, COWBUYER.com, Farm Credit Associates of NC, Igredion Inc., Kings AgriSeeds, Mid 

Atlantic Cattle Sales, Harward Brothers & Stanly County Livestock Markets, NC Cattlemen’s Association, 

Pasture Management, Performance Livestock & Feed Co., Select Sire Power, Sink Farm Equipment, 

Southern Farm Supply, Southern State Coop., Sunset Feeds, Wood Angus and Zoetis.  The NCAA would 

like to thank those sponsors for exhibiting and for sharing information about their products and services 

with our membership. 

The afternoon educational program proved to be very enlightening for the audience.  A distinguished 

panel of industry experts discussed the many marketing options available to beef producers today.  Mr. 

Joe Hampton, NCDA&CS, kicked of the conversation by discussing the need for producers to realize we 

are experiencing a special time in the beef industry with record low numbers and record high prices. He 

then introduced each of the panelists and asked them to explain their role in the North Carolina beef 

industry.  Chris Jeffcoat, Regional Manager with the American Angus Association, talked about the 

options for east coast producers’ participation with Certified Angus Beef programs.  He wanted 

members to realize we do face some added challenges due to the lack of feed yards in our area and the 

need to utilize a CAB processors to receive the certification through USDA.  One option he did offer was 

the grouping of cattle, shipping and selling them as a uniform offering to be retained by the owners 

through the feeding and harvesting phase.  He also gave a brief overview of his families experience in 

the local “freezer beef” business and how it helped them to utilize resources they already had on their 

farm to produce and market the fat cattle.  Marcus Harward with Mid-Atlantic Cattle Sales, Stanly Co. 

and Harward Brothers Livestock Market discussed the need for southeast producers to have more 

uniformity in their calves.  He emphasized the need for larger calves, not necessarily taller calves, but 

calves the will grow and develop to a heavier end weight thus producing a heavier carcass with more 

pounds of beef.  He told the group following good management practices like castration, vaccination, 

proper bull selection and a defined breeding season are just some of the ways calf uniformity can be 

achieved.  Tina Prevatte, Co-CEO with Firsthand Foods a beef and pork aggregator in Durham, NC spoke 

to the group about their business.  Firsthand Foods buys fat cattle and cull cows from producers who 

follow their on farm production protocols for management of their animals.  Some of their protocols 

include no feed through antibiotics, no growth promoting implants, limited feeding along with pasture 

based finishing.  The beef is then sold to restaurants and retail outlets in the triangle and surrounding 



areas.  Tina emphasized the Fristhand program began giving producers feedback on the carcass quality 

of their animals during the early stages of their business development to help ensure a more consistent 

beef eating experience for their customers.  They feel it is important to share information with both 

their customers and their producers.  Tina also stated they really like to work with producers who have 

Angus genetics in their calves.  Neil Bowman, NCDA&CS, discussed the desire for cattle feeders to know 

the exact genetic make up of the calves they are purchasing.  With the high price for each animal, 

feeders are looking for a “history” to back up the calves they purchase and feed.  Bryan Blinson with the 

NC Cattlemen’s Association commended all the panelist for their work in the various segments of the 

industry and recognized each one of them was very important.  He also emphasized that we must 

continue to communicate our positive beef message to the consumer who ultimately drives our 

industry.  One final comment from Joe Hampton really stuck with the crowd, he said commercial cattle 

producers are having to pay a much higher price for an Angus bull today and those producers will 

certainly expect more from that higher priced bull than they did from the bulls they bought just a few 

years ago, so be sure you are selling them the right bulls.  At the conclusion of the presentations the 

audience was given the opportunity to ask questions and a very lively discussion continued. 

Next on the days agenda was the Annual Business Meeting of the NCAA.  Committee reports were 

shared with the membership and they were informed about the new membership magazine for 2015.  

The retiring NCAA board members were recognized and thanked for their three years of service to the 

association:  Steve Grady, Eddie Leagans, Henry Vines, Stephen Watson and Jeffrey Wood.  New board 

members were nominated and approved by the membership to begin their service immediately:  Eddie 

Leagans, David Gragg, Brooke Harward, Eugene Shuffler and Mark Wilburn.  Following the membership 

meeting the board meet once again to elect officer.  The 2015 NCAA officers will be John Smith – 

President, Roy Outlaw - Vice President and Linda Hicks - Treasurer. 

The evening banquet brought out even more members to fellowship and learn more about the Angus 

breed.  Chris Jeffcoat, American Angus Association Regional Manager, gave a year in review report for 

the activities of the American Angus Association and its successes throughout the year.  He awarded 

Cara and Thomas Smith with their Junior Bronze and Silver Awards for their outstanding achievements 

as junior Angus members.  Roy Swisher, 2014 NCAA President, then recognized Suzanne Brewer and 

thanked her for her many years of dedicated service to the NC Angus Association and its members.  

Suzanne was then presented with a gift certificate to design her own barn quilt.  Also receiving plaques 

for their service were the retiring board members and President Roy Swisher.  John Barnes received the 

Ira Gentry Memorial trophy for consigning the high selling lot at the 2014 Spring Fever Sale.  The NC 

Angus Auxiliary then announced the winners of “The Cows Hate Cancer” silent auction to benefit DeEtta 

Wood.  The auxiliary raised almost $5,000 from the auction and it was all possible due to the generosity 

of the NCAA membership.  The evening finished up with the fun and ever entertaining auction 

conducted by Mr. Stanley Smith.  The Auxiliary and the juniors auctioned several items including cakes, 

gift baskets and a hunting trip.  A special Angus print was purchased by the Harward Sisters to benefit 

the William M. Sanders Scholarship for NC Angus juniors. Then the auction cranked up for the preferred 

spots on the NCAA Website, the Back Cover of the Spring Fever Catalog and for the select pages in the 

upcoming new magazine.  A special thank you to everyone who bid and purchased all the items to 

benefit the association.     

Once again thank you to Eddie Leagans, Annual Meeting Committee Chairman, Roy & Teresa Swisher, 

April Bowman and all the other great members who helped make the day such a success. 



2015 North Carolina Angus Association  

Annual Meeting Highlights 

Joe Hampton introduces the seminar 

panel:  Neil Bowman, Tina Prevatte, 

Chris Jeffcoat and Marcus Harward  

Annual Meeting Chairman, Eddie 

Leagans welcomes everyone to the 

educational seminar  

2015 NCAA Officers & Board:  (front row) President John Smith, Treasurer Linda Hicks, 

Executive Secretary Sharon Rogers, Vice President Roy Outlaw; (second row) NCJAA 

President Cara Smith, Brooke Harward, Wells Shealy, Eddie Leagans, Bill Teague; (third 

row) William Leatherman, Stan Tennant, Randy Jones, Eugene Shuffler, Ben Winslow & 

Kim Starnes 



Bryan Blinson, NC Cattlemen’s Association Executive Director 

reminds the crowd to always communicate a positive beef message 

to the consumer.  Panelist Neil Bowman and Marcus Harward also 

agreed there is a place for many different business models in the 

beef industry but we all must work together to educate consumers 

NC Angus 

Auxiliary 

silent auction  

NCAA members 

voted for their 

favorite Angus 

photos  

Association members 

talk with meeting 

sponsors during the 

afternoon meet & greet 

session    



Retiring NCAA board 

members Jeffrey Wood, 

Henry Vines, Stephen 

Watson and Eddie 

Leagans were recognized 

for their three years of 

service  

President Roy Swisher presents a thank you gift 

to former NCAA Executive Secretary Suzanne 

Brewer for her many years of dedicated service. 

Eddie Leagans presents Roy Swisher with a 

plaque for his dedication and hard work as 

the 2013 – 14 NCAA President 

Mike Moss presents the Ira Gentry Memorial 

trophy to John & Emily Barnes for consigning 

the high selling lot in the 2014 NCAA Spring 

Fever Sale 

NCJAA Queen Cara Smith and NCJAA Princess Marcie 

Harward display the Angus print purchased by the 

Harward Sisters to benefit the William M. Sanders 

Scholarship    



2015 NC Junior Angus Association 

officers: (front row) Mary Elaine 

Wood- Eastern Director & 

Sweetheart and Ava Wood-

Sweetheart; (second row) Mattie 

Harward-Central Director, Marcie 

Harward-Reporter & Princess and 

Lynae Bowman-Central Director; 

(third row) Cara Smith-President & 

Queen, Jay Cassavaugh-Treasurer, 

Zac Coffey-Western Director and 

Justin Wood-Vice President 

NC Junior Angus members and their wonderful boosters.   

2014 NCJAA President 

Daniel Brown 

recognized Jeffrey and 

DeEtta Wood for their 

support of the junior 

association 


